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many places.along tlie Lower Volga and the upper reaches of the Don
and the Donets rivers. Proclamations issued by Bulavin and his ata-
mans were secretly circulated among the people. "We are not after
the common people, we are after the boyars who do wrong/* wrote
Ataman ^Goly, In response to these appeals, new revolts broke out
among the masses. On the Volga Bulavin's adherents took Tsaritsyn
(now Stalingrad) and approached Saratov. The tsarist government was
alarmed at the prospect of Bulavin's detachments penetrating to the
Middle Volga area, where revolt was fomenting among the Bashkirs.
Sporadic outbreaks among the peasantry had occurred in various parts
of the country: near Smolensk, at Nizhni Novgorod, along the upper
reaches of the Volga, in Karelia, in the northern regions and elsewhere.

The government sent a- large punitive army under Prince Vasili
Dolgoruki to the Don and the Lower Volga. The scattered rebel detach-
ments could not hold out for long against the tsarist regulars. Prince
Dolgoruki slaughtered almost all the adult males in the area of the
uprising. By the end of 1708 the main insurgent districts were sup-
pressed and occupied by the royal troops.

The Uprising of 'the Bashkirs. Outbreaks among the Bashkirs
had occurred as early as in 1704, three years before the Don uprising.
The chief cause was the seizure of Bashkirian lands by Russian Bnd-
lords and the imposition of new burdensome taxes. The Bashkirs tes-
tified that they were even taxed for having black or grey eyes. They
refused to pay the taxes and did not permit the revenue officers to come
on their lands,to take a census. In the following year sporadic unrest
broke out into open rebellion, and the Bashkirs crossed to the right bank
of the Kama and stirred up the Tatar. Chereniissi (Mari), Votyak (Ud-
murt) and Chuvash peoples. The rich batyrs (feudal nobles), promi-
nent among them Aldar and Kusyum, took over the leadership of
the uprising. They hoped to set up a separate Bashkir state as a vassal
of the Crimea or Turkey. In the spring of 1708 the Bashkirs were se-
verely defeated by tsarist troops. Many of the batyrs, including Kusyum,
then deserted the uprising. Isolated operations by insurgent Bashkirs
continued for several more years.

By 1711 the tsarist government had suppressed the popular move-
ments everywhere.

6. THE END OF THE WAR WITH SWEDEN; THE WARS OF PETER THE
GREAT IN THE EAST

The Campaign of Charles XII Against Russia, Charles XII
did not defeat Augustus II until 1706, when he compelled him to
conclude peace. The Swedes now had only one opponent: Russia. At
the end of 1707 the Swedish army inarched towards the Russian fron-
tier. The following summer Charles reached the Dnieper at Mogilev.